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Online Lesson: Hawai’i 
PART 3: Plants and Animals

Are there some animals that only live in Hawai’i

Well, it’s time for our final lesson about 
Hawai’i, the amazing plants and animals that live 

here! This is by far, my favorite.

Actually yes! That’s going to be a big part of 
this lesson: plants and animals that are only found 

in one place in the world.

Let’s start with an easy question, 
What’s you favorite animal? 
Do you have a favorite plant?

 ANSWER: ___________________________________ 

 ANSWER: ___________________________________ 

My favorite animal of all time is the snow 
leopard. We don’t have any of those here in 

Hawai’i, so if I’d have to pick one that lives 
here, I’d say it’s the tiger shark! 

My favorite plant is harder... I really like ferns, 
and pine trees, hmmm, I’m going to have to think 

about it more.
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Here is an interesting question. Since you 
know that Hawai’i is made of volcanoes in the 

middle of the ocean, how do you think the plants 
and animals got here before people?

ANSWER: __________________________________________

Let me give you hint in case you’re stuck: 
It’s the three W’s! 

The ways plants and animals got to Hawai’i starts 
with a W.

W ____________ 
W ____________ 
W ____________

Any plant or animal that got to Hawai’i by one 
of the three W’s is called a Native Species. They 

got here without the help of humans! 
Here are some examples:

Of all of those organisms (any living thing), 
which ones are you most interested about?  

Can you pick 3?

1. ________________________________ 
2. ________________________________ 
3. ________________________________

Cool! We’ll come back to those later. All of 
those organisms are native to Hawai’i. They were 
here before people. But some of them can only be 

found here in Hawai’i and no where else.

Click on the websites of native species examples: One  —  Two  —  Three  —  Four  —  Five

https://www.hawaiiwildlifecenter.org/native-species.html
https://mauioceancenter.com/educate/hawaiis-marine-life/
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/sharks/hawaii-sharks/shark-identification-guide/
http://www.cascadiaresearch.org/projects/hawaii/hawaiian-odonotocete-species
http://nativeplants.hawaii.edu
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There is a special word that describes a plant 
or animal that can only be found in the wild in one 

place in the world:  
Endemic

So if an organisms is endemic, it’s also native. 
But just because it is native, doesn’t mean it’s 

endemic!

Ok, I think I got it. Can you give me examples?

Sure! The Tiger Shark got to Hawai’i by swimming 
here, so it’s native. But there are also tiger 

sharks that live in other places in the world. So 
it isn’t endemic.  

The Haleakalā Silversword is a plant that only 
grows on the top of Mauna Haleakala on Maui. You 
can’t find it anywhere else in the world. So it’s 

both native and endemic.

Remember those three native organisms you picked 
that you were interested in?  
Are any of them endemic?

CLICK HERE


Tiger Shark

Silversword

1. ________________________________

Endemic? __________ 

2. ________________________________

Endemic? __________ 

3. ________________________________

Endemic? __________

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/fish/t/tiger-shark/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tQE4BA0A18
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Did you know that Hawai’i has the most amount of 
endemic organisms in all of the USA! 

I think it’s time for a little research project. 

I’d like for you to find one endemic animal and 
one endemic plant (If any of the ones you already 
picked are endemic, you can pick those!) If not, 

find two that you are most interested in. 

You’ll have to find some interesting facts, 
pictures, and stories about them!  

Check out the purple box below for details.

These are some of my favorites.  
Can you find out if they’re endemic?

Pueo (Short Eared Owl) Koa Hawaiian Cleaner Wrass

Another one?! Okay... What do I have to do?

1. Find one endemic plant and one endemic animal
2. Get a big sheet of paper, one for each.
3. Add your drawings and pictures
4. Where does it live?
5. How many are they?
6. Did the Hawaiians have a special use for it?
7. Are they endangered?
8. Is there anything else interesting you can find?
9. BE CREATIVE!

Research 
Time!

? ______ ? ______ ? ______
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I can’t wait to hear about the plant and animal 
you chose. There is so much I don’t know. I’m 

looking forward to learning something new from your 
research! 

I bet your family wants to learn too!  
Can you pick two people that you’ll share 

your research with?

 Person 1: _________________________________ 

 Person 2: _________________________________ 

We need to talk about one more kind of plant and 
animal that we find in Hawai’i. The opposite of a 
native species. You think you know what it is?

Any organisms that is found in Hawai’i that got 
here with the help of people is called a Non-
native Species. There are some very common ones!

All of these organisms below are examples of non-
native species! Do you recognize any?

Kiawe Tree Plumeria Cat

TANGENT: Math


Learn to make a graph! Figure out how many different native plants, fish, mammals, birds, 
and insects there are in Hawai’i and use this guide to make a bar graph. CLICK HERE


https://www.readingrockets.org/article/creating-bar-graphs
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Cattle Egret Kalo (Taro) Barn Owl

Hold on. You mean Kalo and Plumeria aren’t 
native? But we use them all of the time. And what 
about that owl? You showed me an owl earlier in the 

lesson!

That’s right. The Kalo plant was brought to 
Hawai’i by the Polynesians when they first settled 

in Hawai’i. It’s what we call a canoe plant.  
Can you make a list of 5 other canoe 

plants?

What about that owl? Great observation. There 
are two kinds of owls that live in Hawai’i. One is 
native and one is non-native. Go back and look at 

the photos, can you tell the difference?

You’re right that we use Plumeria all the time! 
They are a very common flower to use in leis. The 

plumeria is actually from Mexico! 

1. ________________________________ 
2. ________________________________ 
3. ________________________________ 
4. ________________________________ 
5. ________________________________

TANGENT: ‘Ike Hawai’i


Learn to make leis from the flowers and leaves around you house. Can you figure out if the 
plants are native or non-native? CLICK HERE and HERE and HERE for videos.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUagbNPG7ak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-5xDNStGYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDE8c8WM3ns
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This brings up our last big topic.  

There can be non-native plants and animals that 
don’t cause any harm, like the plumeria. There are 
some that we actually want, like the Kalo. BUT! 
There can be non-native organisms that are very, 
very harmful to the native plants and animals.  

We call those invasive species. 

Which of these plants and animals are 
invasive species? 

For the ones that are invasive, can you 
also figure out what they do that is so 

bad for Hawai’i? 

Kiawe: __________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Plumeria: _______________________________ 

_________________________________________  

Cat: ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Cattle Egret: ___________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Kalo: ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Barn Owl: _______________________________ 

_________________________________________

RESOURCES


News

CLICK HERE


List of invasive 
organisms


CLICK HERE


Invasive insects

CLICK HERE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LsztYXLgnE
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/info/species/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsKYbFAeluk
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Click on the links above and find one invasive 
plants and one invasive animals that you think 

cause the most harm to Hawai’i.

Plant 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Why it’s bad: 

Animal 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Why it’s bad: 

Some of the 
invasive animals 
that cause a 

lot of harm are 
also animals 
that many 

people like, like 
the cat and the  

barn owl.


Can you think 
of how this 
makes the 

problem even 
worse? 


If some invasive plants take over the space of 
native ones, and if some invasive animals are 

eating native animals then there is going to be a 
problem.

Invasive organisms are one of many reasons why 
plants and animals can become threatened and 

endangered. 

Can you answer this question: 
What is the difference between endangered 

and threatened?
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Wow, that’s amazing work. We’ve covered so 
much in this lesson. Let’s do a quick recap: 

1. We talked about the differences between native 
and non-native organisms.

2. We learned that native plants and animals can be 
endemic if they’re only found in one place in 
the world.

3. We learned that some plants and animals are 
invasive and can be harmful to Hawai’i.

4. We looked at why Hawai’i has so many endangered 
species.

I agree, that was a lot. But I think I got it all. 
If not, I’ll go back and check it out again.

Did you know that Hawai’i has the most amount of 
endangered plants and animals in all of the USA? 

CLICK HERE

Endangered: __________________________________ 

Threatened: ______________________________________ 

Using what you have learned about our endemic 
plants and animals, can you explain why you 
think Hawai’i has so many endangered 

species?

https://www.fws.gov/pacificislands/teslist.html
https://www.fws.gov/pacificislands/teslist.html
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VOCABULARY


Native Species


Organism


Endemic
   

Tiger Shark


Haleakala 
Silversword


Non-native 
Species


Canoe Plant


Invasive Species


Threatened


Endangered

That’s great, I’m sure you’ll have some comments 
or even a question or two you’d like to ask. I’d 

love to hear your thoughts on all of this!

Questions and things I want to talk about 
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